Grabbing amphiregulin by the tail to better understand keratinocyte growth.
Amphiregulin (AREG) is an important regulator of cellular growth in keratinocytes, carcinomas, and hyperproliferative epidermal disorders, including psoriasis. Stoll and colleagues present data suggesting that the cytoplasmic carboxy-terminal domain of amphiregulin plays an important role in regulating autocrine keratinocyte growth through the epidermal growth factor receptor. These observations raise novel and interesting biological questions regarding the function of the cytoplasmic C-terminal region of AREG.